ASCC Themes Subcommittee 1
Unapproved Minutes
Wednesday, January 21st, 2025						    12:45PM – 2:15PM
Hagerty Hall 206			   
Attendees: Andridge, Daly, Herrmann, Higginbotham, Nagar, Neff, Ottesen, Patson, Rehbeck, Vankeerbergen
Agenda
1. Approval of 12-11-25 minutes
a. Andridge, Rehbeck; unanimously approved. 
2. Philosophy 2751 (new course requesting GEN Theme: Lived Environments)
a. The Subcommittee commends the overall design of the course and finds it to be thoughtfully constructed. 
b. The Subcommittee notes that ASC 3120, offered through the University Libraries, addresses related content. Both units may find it useful to be aware of the other course. 
c. The Subcommittee requests that the Lived Environments Theme goals and ELOs be added to the syllabus followed by a brief explanatory paragraph describing how the course meets these goals and ELOs. The Theme goals and ELOs can be found in an easy-to-copy-and-paste format on the ASCCAS website. 
d. The Subcommittee requests that the syllabus more clearly articulate how digital environments are conceptualized as lived environments within the context of this course. This explanation should make it explicit how the course engages with the Lived Environments so that the Thematic connection is immediately clear to students. 
e. The Subcommittee requests that ELO 2.2 be strengthened by incorporating opportunities for self-reflection in the course (e.g., reflective writing, learning journals, or similar activities). This ELO is focused on students’ awareness of their own learning and reflection on/analysis of the ways that their thinking has changed over the duration of the course.  While the argumentative essays and fake news project emphasize self-guided learning, they do not necessarily require students to reflect on themselves as learners. 
f. The Subcommittee requests that the assignments be more explicitly aligned with the ELOs. Each ELO should be clearly assessed through graded coursework, and the syllabus should indicate how specific assignments correspond to the stated ELOs. 
g. Declined to vote. 
3. Jewish Studies/Yiddish 3241 (existing course with GEL Cultures and Ideas and Diversity: Global Studies AND GEN Foundations: Historical and Cultural Studies requesting a change from the 2000-level to the 3000-level and requesting to remove GEN Foundation: Historical and Cultural Studies and add GEN Theme: Traditions, Cultures, and Transformations)
a. The Subcommittee requests that the course description and assignment descriptions in the syllabus more explicitly articulate how the course engages with the TCT Theme. In particular, the Subcommittee asks that the syllabus and supporting materials explain why this course is appropriately categorized under TCT and how the assignments directly promote engagement with the Theme.  
b. The Subcommittee finds that the course assignments appear largely foundational, and it is not clear how they are being used to assess the Theme ELOs. The Subcommittee requests clearer alignment between the assignments and the ELOs and encourages the inclusion of assignments that more directly support and assess these outcomes, particularly through an increased emphasis on writing, reflection, and structured discussion.
c. The Subcommittee notes that a significant portion of the assigned materials appear to draw from encyclopedias and popular or journalistic sources (e.g., The New York Times, Medium, The New York Review of Books). While such sources may be appropriate in limited contexts, the Subcommittee requests the incorporation of more scholarly materials to support advanced academic engagement, consistent with the expectations of the Themes (ELO 1.2), while remaining accessible to a general education audience. 
d. The Subcommittee notes limited evidence of a reflective component in the course. The Subcommittee requests clarification regarding where and how student reflection is incorporated in the course, as well as how such reflection is assessed in order to strengthen alignment with ELO 2.2. This ELO is focused on students’ awareness of their own learning and reflection on/analysis of the ways that their thinking has changed over the duration of the course.
e. Declined to vote. 
4. Slavic 3390 (new course requesting GEN Theme: Lived Environments)
a. Contingency: The Subcommittee notes that the proposal indicates each assignment is used to assess all of the Theme ELOs. It is unclear how this approach supports meaningful assessment of the individual ELOs, particularly given the breadth of the course. The Subcommittee requests that the department specify which ELO(s) are assessed by each individual activity or assignment in order to provide clearer guidance to students and establish a more coherent assessment structure. 
b. Contingency: The Subcommittee notes that the course relies heavily on discussion as a mode of assessment; however, it is unclear how discussion-based activities are evaluated. The Subcommittee requests clarification regarding the criteria and methods used to assess discussions. 
c. Contingency: The Subcommittee requests clarification regarding the reflective component of the course, including what students are expected to reflect on and how that reflection is assessed in order to strengthen the alignment with ELO 2.2.
d. Recommendation: The Subcommittee recommends streamlining the explanatory paragraph in the syllabus (pp. 1-5) describing how the course meets the ELOs. The paragraph does not need to mirror the level of detail included in the GE form and may be more effective if presented in a concise, student-facing format. 
e. Rehbeck, Patson; unanimously approved with three contingencies and one recommendation. 
5. Classics 3404 (existing course with GEL Cultures and Ideas, GEL Diversity-Global Studies, and GEN Foundation Historical and Cultural Studies; requesting to remove GEN Foundation: Historical and Cultural Studies and instead add GEN Theme: Health and Wellbeing)
a. Contingency: The Subcommittee notes that the course description in curriculum.osu.edu characterizes this course as an introduction. Because GE Themes courses are intended to offer a more advanced study, the Subcommittee requests that this description be revised to more accurately reflect the level and depth expected of a Themes course. 
b. Contingency: The Subcommittee requests that the GEN Theme goals and ELOs be numbered to improve clarity of alignment between the outcomes and assessments. The numbered GEN goals and ELOs can be found on the ASCCAS website. 
c. Contingency: The Subcommittee requests clearer explanation and integration of how each assignment requires students to engage with Health and Wellbeing and how the assignments are used to assess the ELOs. At present, the Subcommittee is concerned that the course’s alignment with the Theme may appear superficial rather than reflective of sustained, in-depth engagement. Providing more detailed assignment descriptions (potentially within the grading breakdown section of the syllabus) could help demonstrate this alignment. 
d. Rehbeck, Ottesen, unanimously approved with three contingencies. 
6. Classics 4501 (existing course requesting GEN Theme: Health and Wellbeing)
a. The Subcommittee commends the department on this course and its strong conceptual foundation. 
b. The Subcommittee notes that the syllabus (p. 2) includes the Health and Wellbeing ELOs, but requests that the Theme goals also be included in the syllabus. These can be found in an easy-to-copy-and-paste format on the ASCCAS website.
c. The Subcommittee find that the reflective component of the course is not clearly articulated or assessable. While the course strongly addresses analysis of ancient ethical theories, the reflection and application elements associated with ELO 2.2 would benefit from greater clarity. The Subcommittee requests that the syllabus explicitly identify where students are expected to reflect on their development as self-learners and clarify how this reflection is evaluated, keeping in mind that this ELO is focused on students’ awareness of their own learning and reflection on/analysis of the ways that their thinking has changed over the duration of the course.
d. The Subcommittee requests clarification on whether the course incorporates scholarly secondary readings in addition to primary texts, as engagement with such materials is necessary to address ELO 1.2. 
e. The Subcommittee notes that the grading section in the syllabus (p. 5) refers to both a final exam and a final essay; however, there is no description of the final exam explaining its format or nature. The Subcommittee requests clarification to ensure students understand the expectations for this assessment. 
f. Declined to vote. 
7. Community Leadership 3530 (existing course requesting GEN Theme: Traditions, Cultures, and Transformations)
a. The Subcommittee has reservations about the current GE submission for this course and notes that addressing the concerns outlined below will require substantial revision. The Subcommittee is concerned that the course, as currently structured, does not demonstrate sufficient alignment with the Theme or its ELOs. However, the Subcommittee provides the following feedback in the event that the department is interested in substantially revising and resubmitting the proposal.
b. The Subcommittee requests that the Theme be more intentionally and consistently woven throughout the course, including in the assessments, learning activities, and course materials. Engagement with the Theme should be evident from the beginning to the end of the course, rather than appearing intermittently, in order to support sustained engagement with the Theme.  
c. The Subcommittee requests the incorporation of more advanced, scholarly readings appropriate for a GEN Themes course in order to support deeper academic engagement and address Theme ELO 1.2. 
d. The Subcommittee notes that while the course topics could be interesting within  the Theme, the course description in curriculum.osu.edu and the syllabus does not explicitly reference the Theme itself. The Subcommittee requests that the course description be revised to clearly articulate how the course engages with the Theme, for example, by specifying which culture(s) are being examined and how they are understood to be undergoing transformation.
e. The Subcommittee requests clearer articulation of how the assignments require students to engage with the Theme and the ELOs, particularly with respect to how leadership has transformed over time and which cultural contexts are being examined. Specifically, the Subcommittee asks that assignments more explicitly prompt students to: 
i. Analyze how cultural contexts have changed,
ii. Explain why these changes are considered long-lasting, and
iii. Critically examine and analyze these transformations through course assignments.
f. Declined to vote. 
8. Community Leadership 3530E (existing course requesting GEN Theme: Traditions, Cultures, and Transformations)
a. The Subcommittee has reservations about the current GE submission for this course and notes that addressing the concerns outlined below will require substantial revision. The Subcommittee is concerned that the course, as currently structured, does not demonstrate sufficient alignment with the Theme or its ELOs. However, the Subcommittee provides the following feedback in the event that the department is interested in substantially revising and resubmitting the proposal.
b. The Subcommittee requests that the Theme be more intentionally and consistently woven throughout the course, including in the assessments, learning activities, and course materials. Engagement with the Theme should be evident from the beginning to the end of the course, rather than appearing intermittently, in order to support sustained engagement with the Theme.  
c. The Subcommittee requests the incorporation of more advanced, scholarly readings appropriate for a GEN Themes course in order to support deeper academic engagement and address Theme ELO 1.2. 
d. The Subcommittee notes that while the course topics could be interesting within  the Theme, the course description in curriculum.osu.edu and the syllabus does not explicitly reference the Theme itself. The Subcommittee requests that the course description be revised to clearly articulate how the course engages with the Theme, for example, by specifying which culture(s) are being examined and how they are understood to be undergoing transformation.
e. The Subcommittee requests clearer articulation of how the assignments require students to engage with the Theme and the ELOs, particularly with respect to how leadership has transformed over time and which cultural contexts are being examined. Specifically, the Subcommittee asks that assignments more explicitly prompt students to: 
i. Analyze how cultural contexts have changed,
ii. Explain why these changes are considered long-lasting, and
iii. Critically examine and analyze these transformations through course assignments.
f. Declined to vote. 
9. Spanish 3798.30 (new course requesting GEN Theme: Lived Environments)
a. The Subcommittee requests clarification regarding the structure and purpose of the Reading Bridge assignment (syllabus p. 4). It is unclear how these assignments function, what scholarly materials they involve, and what is expected of students in the associated presentations. Further explanation is needed to demonstrate how this assignment supports and assesses the ELOs and what students are being asked to do in practice. 
b. The Subcommittees notes limited evidence of sustained scholarly engagement with the Theme in the assigned materials. To better support ELO 1.2, the Subcommittee requests the incorporation of more advanced scholarly sources to meet the expectations of a GEN Themes course while remaining accessible to a general education audience. 
c. While the Subcommittee see potential for this course to be a strong fit for the Theme, it remains unclear how the ELOs are being assessed through the assignments. The Subcommittee requests clearer alignment between the assignments and Theme ELOs. 
d. The Subcommittee notes that several ELOs appear to be assessed through group or small group activities. To improve clarity for students, the Subcommittee requests the inclusion of an example of a student-led assignment that illustrates expectations, roles, and how learning outcomes are assessed. 
e. The Subcommittee notes French 2803.02 as an example of a course that effectively incorporates scholarly readings and addresses the Theme ELOs effectively. They offer this as a reference point for the department’s consideration. 
f. The Subcommittee recommends making explicit in the syllabus that this is a three-credit course and, as such, does not fulfill the Theme category. Given that this is a study abroad course, the Subcommittee notes that students may otherwise assume it functions like some four-credit study abroad Themes courses that do satisfy the full Theme requirement.
g. Declined to vote. 
